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Letter from the Chairperson
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George Obernagel presented James Hopkins with the 2020 Entrepreneur of the Year award.  This award is sponsored by George Obernagel and Joe Koppeis. 

The 2019-2020 year was a challenging time for startUP and our students.   Despite the events going on, I commend the students for continuing to
work on their businesses and stay connected as a class.  As students finished the year working remotely, they gathered a unique skill set that could
possibly become the norm for many work environments.  Virtual class consisted of meeting via GoToMeeting video conferencing,  watching videos
about specific business concepts, reading independently and continuing to reach out to contacts made during in-class instruction. Thank you to our
facilitator, Jamie Matthews, for her dedication and all the adaptations she made during the pandemic, as well as, all necessary changes needed
moving forward. She was able to keep the personal connection with students even while not meeting face-to-face each day.

I would like to extend additional appreciation to our dedicated board members that continue to share their knowledge and time with us each month;
the mentors who help guide students through the process of starting a business and most certainly, the investors that contribute to the program each
year and allow us to provide the resources necessary to continue this learning experience.  

Lastly, a huge congratulations to James Hopkins, the 2020 Entrepreneur of the Year! James is the owner of Double Start, an e-commerce business that
sells playing card mats and sleeves. He did a great job leveraging his business during quarantine and selling out of inventory. With the $1,000 award
money for this title he reinvested it back into his business as he continues to grow and add the service of coaching fellow online businesses to e-
commerce success. 

I am proud to be a part of this program and look forward to seeing how it continues to evolve.

Sincerely,
George Obernagel
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As we wrap up the fourth year of the Monroe County startUP program, it has again proven that no two years are alike. The 2019-2020 year brought
several unique experiences to the classroom. Some days it was natural to see these changes as frustrations, but at the end of the day, it was a
priceless learning experience that the students will never forget. 

The year started strong as students conducted the badge business and a successful dodgeball tournament with a combined profit of over $4,000. 
They faced various teamwork challenges, all while gaining self-awareness of their own work habits.  This year we also added several new tours and
activities to the curriculum.  Coffee Talks were added to the schedule to enhance their ability to have a face-to-face conversation without the
involvement of screens or Wi-Fi.  Alumni involvement was stronger than ever! There is nothing better than getting a call from a former student
wanting to visit the class and support the newest group of entrepreneurs.  
     
When class shifted to remote learning in late March, progress never slowed down.  By moving class and business online, that meant students were
able to learn how to conduct business remotely and all the resources available to do so.  There is no wasted time in startUP because every hiccup
or change of plans is an opportunity to diversify their skills.  Facilitating a learning environment that is in real-time and constantly evolving can
become quite complex. We are thankful to have an incredible support community behind this organization. Investors, mentors, speakers, tours, and
board members continually work together to deliver this pivotal opportunity to local high school students. 
    
It is an honor to be a part of this team and I look forward to yet another exciting and impactful year with students. 

Sincerely,
Jamie Matthews



Financial Distribution
The Monroe County startUP program holds much gratitude for all the investors and contributors that keep the program running.
The following illustrates how your contributions* are used:

PURCHASE SERVICES FACILITATOR

Salary & BenefitsBackground Checks
Insurance

Investor/Student Events
Postage & Copy
PR & Marketing

Classroom Supplies
Website

*Contributions to the startUP program are processed through
The Maidez Center and are tax deductible.   The Maidez

Center is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization recognized by
the Illinois Department of Revenue and Internal Revenue

Service.  The Monroe-Randolph Regional Office of Education
serves as the fiscal agent for The Maidez Center. 



Investors
1st National Bank of Waterloo
Admiral Parkway Development
Benjamin F. Edwards & Co.
Blake Salger - Mix Shop Marketing
Bob Brockland Buick GMC
Budnick Converting
City of Columbia
City of Waterloo
Chuck Pittman - State Farm
Gary & Debbie Hency
Gary Most - Marketicity LLC
George Obernagel
Hentscher-Johnson Orthodontics
Hilliard Lyons Wealth Management
Inline Data Systems
Jim Schuette
Klaris, Thomas & Schroeder, Inc.
Linda Frierdich, Century 21
MAR Graphics
Midland States Bank

Monroe County Economic Development Corp.
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc.
Odd Fellows Lodge #27
Reliable Sanitation
Scott Credit Union
Sidebarr Technologies
State Bank of Waterloo
Sun Basket 
Sydenstricker Nobbe Partners
Tammy Mitchell Hines & Co.
Todd & Lucy Osterhage
Trost Plastics
Valentine Auto Body
Waterloo Chamber of Commerce
Waterloo Mercantile Co.
Waterloo Optimist Club
Waterloo Rotary Club
Weber Chevrolet
Wittenauer Properties

Contributors
Beauty Network, Inc.              Class of 2017              Class of 2019              Class of 2020              Columbia Rotary Club              
JR Photography



Meet the Entrepreneurs

Based on a passion for helping the environment and an eye for style, Boukali was created.
This company offers eco-friendly uniforms in the form of hats, polos, and t-shirts.  The target
audience includes businesses, schools, and other organizations that require uniforms.  Our
uniforms are made from REPREVE, a polyester material that utilizes plastics found in the
ocean to create wearable clothing items.  Not only does it contribute to the Illinois Green
Code but it also helps businesses get great publicity because they contribute to helping our
environment.  This fall, Mason plans to attend Southwestern Illinois College for two years,
then transfer to a university to complete a degree in business and finance.  Mason is a 2020
graduate of Columbia High School.

After months of developing skills in e-commerce and product sourcing, James officially
organized Double Start.  This Amazon based business offers a playmat and sleeves for card
enthusiasts.  Because of strong product testing and positive reviews, James quickly grew to
the level of Amazon's Choice for the playmat item.  Capitalizing on this success he reinvested
his earnings into more inventory and additional product.  Along with product sales, Double
Start also offers to consult aspiring Amazon sellers that seek guidance on how to be
profitable within the e-commerce platform.  In the fall of 2020, James will begin his senior
year at Waterloo High School.  

In honor of her Chilean roots, Bella Empanada Co. was created to share the cultural cuisine
that so many crave.  Homemade empanadas top the menu using a proven family recipe.  This
meat and cheese-filled pastry offers an exciting twist to your diet and is available through
special orders and small group catering.  Goals for Bella Empanada Co. include purchasing a
food truck to allow for specialized branding and greater accessibility to customers.  Following
her heart of helping others, a portion of the profits will be donated to those in need.
Anabella's business will also help support her way through college as she plans to attend
Southwestern Illinois College for two years before earning a degree in nursing or business
from a major university.  She is a 2020 graduate of Columbia High School.

When looking at the resources people put into their residential properties, Ronnie knew it
was important for consumers to have a safe and reliable method for maintaining the curb
appeal of their investment.  As a result, he created Grime Guys, an onsite siding-cleaning
business for homeowners.  The cleaning method used includes a safe scrubbing process that
rids debris, green algae, and grime build-up on your home.  During the COVID-19 pandemic,
Ronnie used the time to social distance outside and clean houses.  Grime Guys offers several
package options tailored to the customers cleaning needs.  Along with running his business
in the summers, Ronnie is set to attend McKendree University to play football and major in
computer science.  Ronnie is a 2020 graduate of Columbia High School.

Mason Barnett

Ronnie Hunsaker

Anabella Huffhines

James Hopkins, 2020 Entrepreneur of the Year



Meet the Entrepreneurs

Nate Janson

Colin McFarland

Lauren Roderick

Reid Schilling

In alignment with the consumer market, Nate took the opportunity to create The Brisk Beaver
Co., an errand-running business geared toward helping working families.  This service brings
convenience to every-day needs such as grocery pick-up, dry cleaning drop off, prescription
refills, and more.  By simply placing a call to The Brisk Beaver Co., you can take one more
thing off your to-do list.  At the moment services are available in most of Monroe County with
the intent to expand to South County.  Nate has also drawn up plans to transition this
business to college when he attends the University of Colorado-Boulder where he will study
ecological sciences or environmental engineering.  Nate is a 2020 graduate of Gibault
Catholic High School. 

Reid is an entrepreneur of many talents, with music being one of his favorites.  This has
inspired the creation of Reid's Music World, a business that includes the delivery of live
music and beginner guitar lessons.  With several live gigs on his resume, Reid continues to
grow his network with local entertainment venues and fellow music lovers to build a larger
audience of listeners.  His beginner guitar lessons offer a unique spin that instills confidence
in novice musicians so they can develop foundational playing skills from a teaching method
that focuses on patience and precise teachings.  Reid will continue his business while
attending the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign to study agricultural and consumer
economics with a concentration in agribusiness-markets and management.  He is a 2020
graduate of Waterloo High School.

Following his passion for pets, Colin created Colin's Pet Sitting Service, an on-site pet care
business that takes care of your furry friends while you are out enjoying life.  Keeping pets in
the comfort of their own home is important to Colin as his services include house visits to
check-in on pets while the owners are gone, dog walking, yard clean-up, and more.  At each
visit, he is equipped with pet-friendly toys and snacks while he builds a trusting relationship
with you and your pet.  His service menu will continue to grow as the market demands
necessary.  Colin's Pet Sitting Service has also started to build relationships with like-minded
businesses and organizations in the county to advertise and better reach the ideal client.
Colin will begin his senior year at Waterloo High School in the fall.   

As a Jeep owner and car enthusiast, Lauren knows the connection people have with their
collectible cars.  This experience is the motivation behind Hyper Replica 3D, a custom 3D
printing service that replicates your exact model while detailing your specifications. Through
detailed photography, multiple images of your vehicle are captured and loaded into some of
the latest 3D printing software to produce a replica of your prized piece.  As Lauren masters
this craft the primary focus will be on cars, with the expansion plans of adding Jeeps, trucks,
motorcycles, tractors, and even business cards.  The possibilities can be endless based on
your area of interest.  Lauren will continue her business as a student at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville where she will study business administration, with an emphasis on
entrepreneurship. She is a 2020 graduate of Columbia High School. 



Guest Speakers

Business Tours Coffee Talks

George Obernagel - Obernagel Farms
Jessica Rachell - Alumna
Mason Williams - Alumnus
Blake Holmes - Alumnus
Andrew Wittenauer - Alumnus
Lindy Graves - Midland States Bank
Rachel Hazen - U of I Extension
Jack Croghan - Webster University
Gary Most - Marketicity
Tom Nobbe - Sydenstricker Nobbe Partners
David Hoffmann - Dunkin'
JoAnn Giovanna - SIUE Small Business Development Center
Brandon Hall - Alumnus
Jacob O'Connor - Venture Menality & Alumnus

Megan Grossman - Alumna
Stephanie Larson - U of I Technology Entrepreneur Center
Gary Hemmer - First National Bank of Waterloo
Brian Kish - Thoma & Associates
Kevin Hutchinson - City of Columbia and CJ Thomas
Matt Heck - LifeChurchX
Sam Spivey - Alumnus
Andrew Durrer - Alumnus
Charlie Dake - Alumnus
Patty Rachell - BKD
Brian Lenhardt - Coast to Coast Equipment & Supplies
Amy Wagenknecht - Amy Wagenknecht Life Coaching
Gary Schroeder - Klaris, Thomas & Schroeder
Lindy Graves - Midland States Bank

Midland States Bank
Stumpy's 
Bountiful Blossoms 
MAR Graphics
Republic-Times
National Archives
Trost Plastics
Budnick Converting
Shorty's Smokehouse
The Vault's Workplace
Hentscher-Johnson Orthodontics

Greg Lhamon
Sahra Linnemann - Linnemann Lawn Care
Amanda Lynn Chase - Strellis & Field
Brandon Hall - Alumnus
Jacob O'Connor - Venture Mentality & Alumnus
John Caupert - NCERC
Debbie Blandford - Blandford Consulting
Matt Hill - Buckle

This new classroom experience enlightened students in a one-hour
conversation over a cup of coffee and handwritten notes.  No screen, no
PowerPoint slides, just face-to-face communication.  



Mentors Bankers Day
Bethany Prange - 618 Creative
Blake Salger - Mix Shop Marketing
Gary Schroeder - Klaris, Thomas & Schroeder
George Obernagel - Obernagel Farms
Jennifer Rosenkranz - JR Photography
Joe Koppeis - Admiral Parkway Development
Lisa Fallon - Monroe County Circuit Clerk
Matt Heck - LifeChurchX
Tammy Mitchell-Hines - Tammy Mitchell Hines & Co Real Estate

Ben Skaer - State Bank of Waterloo
Josh McConachie - First National Bank of Waterloo
Kevin Day - State Bank of Waterloo
Russ Thomas - First National Bank of Waterloo
Ryan Osterhage - Bank of Belleville
Sarah Wuertz - First Community Credit Union

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were not able to host our traditional trade show in April where students set-up their booths and
sell their product or service.  Instead, students took a dive into a virtual trade show by creating individual videos representing their
businesses.  Although this was not the format we planned for the first part of the year, this change of events still brought on an entirely
new learning experience.  Students still ordered business cards, banners, table clothes and other promotional materials and set-up
booths in their homes.  Videos consisted of students presenting their businesses as if they were standing at the traditional trade show
answering questions and selling their goods.  Board members judged the videos based on a modified rubric to contribute to the
student's final grade.  

Trade Show
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